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EDITORIAL

Greetings !

“Give a man a fish and you feed him for a day.
Teach him how to fish and you feed him for a lifetime!”
- An Old Wisdom Proverb

Dr. Jesu Arockiaraj, Highly Acclaimed Eminent Scientist with Standford University World Ranking in Top 2%.
Received Young Scientist Award by Government of India and Government of Tamilnadu.
In consonance with and to uphold this scintillating old adage and brilliant Chinese Proverb, a
New Species was recently born in the vast ocean of aquaculture operations — “FAITT".

Having 6 scintillating jewels in its Crown, FAITT aims to proactively foster Innovative Research
and development and impart professional training to artisans and all interested stakeholders
in the aquaculture industry. In juxtaposition with this, it will help spread awareness and enrich
coghizance on the various facets of aquaculture through workshops, seminars, publications,
Special Events, etc.

In this nascent issue, FAITT brings you well-curated, discerning and insightful articles in the
Aquaculture trade and operations, by eminent academics and research scientists.

India has a well established Aquaculture industry over many decades and a robust seafood
export market. Aquaculture Produce is one of the scintillating stars in Indian food exports!

The Aquaculture industry in progressing well in India despite the pandemic situation. As per
reports, Tamil nadu seafood exports fared pretty well, earning $758 million in exports between
April 2021 and November 2021, nearly 80% of the $973 million export target set for 2021-22 by

the Centre.

A lot of Investments are also pouring into this vibrant sector! US Aquaculture firm, The Fishin’
Company Is slated to to invest about Rs. 1,000 crores in Telangana.

Tamil Nadu is also on the upswing. Tamil Nadu alone contributes to 15% of total national

seafood with Shrimps being the main export item. Seafood exports has been identified as one

of the ‘champion’ sectors for boosting exports and helping the state achieve its $1 trillion
economy target by 2030. This is aided by active encouragement of the current Tamilnadu
Chief Minister and his proactive Government officials. In October 2021, the Chief Minister
inaugurated “Institute of Paraprofessional Aquaculture Technology” at Muttukadu near ECR,
Chennai. This will help to train skilled artisans for the aquaculture industry with 3 Year degree

and diploma programs. He also inaugurated a project or freshwater ornamental fish bree-
ding in Trichy.
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Also, as per reports and Industry experts, seafood exports from Tamil Nadu can touch Rs.15,000
crores and more in the next five years, thus offering a huge potential to scale up the
aquaculture industry .

Sustainable aquaculture is a cardinal aspect to promotion of aquaculture industry in India.
We need to set up innovative mechanisms and creative processes for breeding of fishes,
shrimps, Algae — Spirulina, etc. Sustainable aquaculture processes help improve both

quality and quantity of the farm produce dlong with positive environmental impacts,

social community development and boosts economic growth, thus ensuring long-term
benefits to all stakeholders.

In juxtaposition with this, disease management is a key aspect and of cardinal importance in

Aquaculture Also one needs to be on guard against certain indigenous challenges, especially

natural and man-made bottlenecks. For instance, African catfish, a banned species,
introduced into some Indian states from Bangladesh for aquaculture purposes in the early
1990s is spreading rapidly in Tamilnadu and some other states. During heavy rains induced

floods, these fishes escape into the ponds and get into the rivers and lakes and marshlands

and breed very quickly. Being a predatory and an invasive species, they pose a potential
threat to other aquaculture farmers.

Also, a recent virus outbreak, including white spot syndrome virus in thousands of hectares of

aquaculture farms in many parts of the world, is of major concern to the shrimp farming
sector.

On the other front, a lot of farms are being converted gradually to aquaculture in small towns

and villages, This being a good sign and versatile strategy for aquaculture industry growth, it

also pays to consider the UN — FAO EAA strategy of ‘Ecosystem Approcach in Aquaculture’,

wherein the farms are first assessed for their overall operational capacities and if the
agquaculture process can be carried without any kind adverse influence on surrounding

Ecosystem and Biodiversity aspects.

Finally, it is great time to look forward to a host of opportunities and advancements in this
scintillating year 2022 - a UN designated ‘“International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and
Aquaculture” The use of technological initiatives like Internet of Things (IoT) platforms and
digital data analytics in aquaculture ponds will leapfrog the industry to greater heights in the
years ahead!

Time to begin to change the future of Aquaculture now!

Regards,
Jesu Arockia Raj A

Editor-in-Chief,
AQUAFOCUS
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